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Secondary But why "grammar," the younger readers of this
(grammar) book may ask. The answer is that our county and
Education municipal secondary schools, set going by the
Act of 1902, took the place of the old grammar
schools which had existed in preceding centuries,1 and that
instead of finding a new name for this type of secondary
education we are reverting to the old name. It is natural to do
so, because these twentieth-century schools began by adopting
the traditions of the old grammar schools, with a curriculum
directed to entry upon a college course, or to a course preparing
for one of the recognized "professions,'* or to preparation for
the more responsible positions in the business world. Their
main object, that of helping to meet the country's need for
men and women of learning, the foundations of which must be
laid at school, they have achieved with great success. In another
sense they have been far too successful. In the absence of any
other recognized secondary schools, they have been crowded
with pupils whose needs were not met by their curriculum. In
the thirty years following 1913 the number of pupils was nearly
trebled, the influx no doubt containing some children for whom
the schools were never meant.
Secondary One of the means of establishing a better-balanced
(technical) system of secondary education is the development
education of technical schools. Here a word of caution
must at once be said. We have seen reason to
distrust any sharp opposition between liberal and vocational
education,2 and we have implied that a grammar-school
education, even with "the grand old fortifying classical curri-
culum," is really vocational as well as liberal. We have now,
not merely to point out, but to insist, that secondary technical
education must be liberal as well as vocational. It is not going
to be easy to persuade parents that a technical school is as
1 St* Foster Watson's The Old Grammar Schools (1916) for a handy
account of them.	• See above, pp. 36-9.

